ENG 101 Fall 2023 Syllabus
Instructor: Dr. Preslie Agostini
Phone: 480-224-2251
Room: F210
E-mail address: agostini.preslie@cusd80.com
COURSE INFORMATION
 COURSE DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to further improve your literacy skills. At least one, usually two, semesters worth of First Year Composition are required for either two- or four-year degree programs. Instead of thinking about this as a course that is “teaching you to write,” think about it as an opportunity to continue practicing and improving your writing. You will have a more successful semester if you sincerely focus on improving certain aspects of your writing.
 

The curriculum for English 101is designed with effective teaching and successful learning in mind, with emphasis in the following areas: communication, critical thinking, literacy, and personal development.  Periodically, students will participate in formal and informal assessment activities that will help faculty improve programs and teaching strategies. These activities are designed to facilitate student growth in whatever combination of the above outcomes applies to a course.
 
COURSE COMPETENCIES/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES
Emphasis on rhetoric and composition with a focus on expository writing and understanding writing as a process. Establishing effective college-level writing strategies through four or more writing projects comprising at least 3,000 words in total. 
Course Note: Through four or more writing projects comprising at least 3,000 words (final drafts), the student will demonstrate an understanding of expository writing as a process per the course competencies. 
1. Analyze specific rhetorical contexts, including circumstance, purpose, topic, audience and writer, as well as the writing’s ethical, political, and cultural implications. 

2. Organize writing to support a central idea through unity, coherence and logical development appropriate to a specific writing context. 

3. Use appropriate conventions in writing, including consistent voice, tone, diction, grammar, and mechanics. 

4. Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from sources to maintain academic integrity and to develop and support one’s own ideas. 

5. Use feedback obtained through peer review, instructor comments, and/or other sources to revise writing. 

6. Assess one’s own writing strengths and identify strategies for improvement through instructor conference, portfolio review, written evaluation, and/or other methods. 

7. Generate, format, and edit writing using appropriate technologies.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
· Blue or black ink pen and pencils
· Spiral notebook or composition book (for journaling) 
· Loose leaf paper

· Folder to stay organized
 REQUIRED TECHNOLOGIES
· Student account at Turnitin (http://turnitin.com/) 
· We will complete this in class
We will be using the originality checking software at Turnitin.com, and you will be responsible for submitting final versions of your major writing projects to this website. The website will compare your written product against internet websites, library database resources, as well as other student work. Please notice however, it is “just a machine” and will also mark sections of your paper that you have put in quotations. In other words, use this as a tool to help with documentation. This also checks for AI within writing assignments. 
Statement Concerning Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of another as one’s own. More than four consecutive words from a source other than the writer constitute plagiarism when the source is not clearly identified in appropriate documentation format.

From the CGCC Student Handbook:

“Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the use of paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.”

Using AI to submit paper will result in automatic 0, and I will refer you to administration. 

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICIES
Daily attendance is required for this course. In the event of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to complete assigned work in accordance with district policy. It is expected that students obtain assigned class work or homework prior to any planned absence. Additionally, seat time is an integral element of this course. Therefore, it is your responsibility to check the class website and consult fellow classmates regarding content delivered during a class meeting. Students who miss 10 or more class meetings may be dropped from the class. Multiple tardies/absences could result in me: not rounding grade at end of semester, not accepting late work, or not being able to do test corrections/rewrite essays for higher grade. 
Students are responsible for submitting essays even if they are absent. Failure to submit and essay on the due date will result in the following penalty: one day late=10% deduction, 2 days late=30% deduction, 3 days late = 50% deducation. If your absence is unexcused, you will receive a zero for any assignments completed and turned in on that day. 
ESSAY FORMAT
All final drafts of writing projects must be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, in MLA format. Please use a standard, 12-point font (such as Times New Roman). 

If you do not follow these submission policies, the instructor reserves the right to return the document to you ungraded. You will want to immediately fix the formatting problems and resubmit ASAP. For help with MLA format, see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. 
DISPOSITION OF PAPERS 

Always preserve a digital copy of your essays. A turned in paper could get lost in the shuffle; it’s also important that you have a backup copy for revisions. Students should keep their own papers for at least one semester. 
CONFERENCE PERIOD
Conference period will be on Wednesday and Thursday from 9:19 - 9:44. During this time students are only allowed out of the classroom if they have a pass.  The library is not available during conference.  Students should use this time to study or read.

GRADE AND ASSIGNMENT AVAILABILITY/ACCESS

Parents can access their child’s grades through the district’s grading and attendance system, Infinite Campus. Instructions for parent access will be provided soon.  All assignments and rubrics will be available on the teacher’s website. Teacher will update Google Stream each day; however, we will not turn in assignments on google classroom.  
DIVERSITY STATEMENT

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.

 

I ask that all student monitor their language and ways of talking about people, views, issues, and situations. For example, sexist, racist, homophobic, or otherwise inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Students may encounter ideas of which they have never hear or of which they disapprove or feel uncomfortable. I do not hope to change people’s ideas, but I do hope to introduce students to ideas that will require them to think and write more critically. If you feel you or others are not being treated respectfully, please see me immediately. 

 
LEARNING CENTERED ENVIRONMENT STATEMENT
Everyone does not learn in the same manner; therefore, it is important that we construct an environment that facilitates learning for the greatest number of individuals. In other words, try not to engage in behaviors that disturb the learning environment. Disturbing behaviors include (but are not limited to):

· acting disrespectfully to classmates or the teacher; 

· making comments that are off-topic and demonstrate that a student is not paying attention; 

· criticizing, laughing at, or putting down other students; 

· making comments or acting in way that promotes ignorance or stupidity rather than intelligence and competence; 
· use of profanity; and 

· failing to pay attention and follow directions.
Lastly, no food or drink (other than water) will be allowed in the classroom. Eating breakfast during class is distracting to others.

There are three steps that I will take if a student is disrupting the learning of others in our classroom.

· FIRST OFFENSE: Speak with you directly (warning) or assign detention –depending on the situation.

· SECOND OFFENSE: Call your parents/guardians to discuss the situation
· FURTHER OFFENSE: Refer you to your administrator for further consequences.
GRADING POLICIES
 

90%-100% 
= A

80%-89%   
= B

70%-79%   
= C

60%-69%   
= D

59% -50% 
= F

LATE WORK: 
one day late=10% deduction, 2 days late=30% deduction, 3 days = 50% deduction. Late work will not be accepted after one week. Also if you have an unexcused absence, I will not take your work. 
SYLLABUS NOTE
Each student is responsible for knowing the information outlines in this course syllabus. Please keep a copy of this document and refer to it regularly. Students will be notified by the instructor of any changes in course requirements or policies.

English 101 Syllabus Contract Form 2023
Student Responsibilities: 

You are expected to contribute positively to the learning environment of the classroom by:

· taking responsibility for your own success in class 

· reading, reviewing, and referring to the course syllabus for all pertinent information

· actively asking questions and seeking out help from the instructor 

· participating regularly in this course

Parent/Student Agreement

The signature below, as well as attendance and participation in this class, signifies that the student understands the policies and regulations specified above. It is understood that the instructor may adapt or change this syllabus and the assignments contained within it according to circumstances that may arise during the course of the class. Parent signature signifies that the parent has read and understands course policies.
 

(Be sure to ask the instructor any questions concerning the syllabus before signing below.)

 
___________________________          ______________________________
    ___________

Student’s Name, Printed                          Student Signature


    Date

___________________________
     _______________________________
   ____________
Parent’s Name, Printed

     Parent Signature


   Date
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